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•  The government will give people money 
to buy zero emission cars through grants 
and subsidies.

•  People who drive cleaner cars will pay 
less vehicle tax. 

•  People will receive higher fi nes for driving 
vehicles that are more polluting.

•  The government plans to spend £400 
million on electric vehicle charging 
infrastructure to help build a wider 
network of charging points.

•  It will ensure that charge points are 
available at motorway service areas 
and large fuel retailers.

•  Houses being built in the future will 
be electric vehicle ready, with all new 
homes to have a chargepoint available 
if possible.

•  All new street lighting columns will 
include charging points, if appropriately 
located.

Making it easier and 
cheaper to buy zero 
emission vehicles

The ‘Road to Zero’ strategy aims to do this in lots 
of di� erent ways. The two main ways are: 

Investing money in 
building electric vehicle 
charging infrastructure 

Transport is the biggest source of air pollution in the UK and road transport contributes to 22% 
of the UK’s carbon dioxide emissions, having a serious impact on our environment and people’s 
health. Driving ultra-low and zero emissions cars, vans and trucks are key ways in which people 
and businesses can help reduce air pollution if they choose to drive.

The ‘Road to Zero’ is the UK Government’s long-term strategy setting out their plans for the full-
scale transition to zero emissions transport in the UK within the next 20 to 30 years. By 2040, 
the Government intends to end the sale of new petrol and diesel cars and vans, and by 2050 
it wants almost every car and van to be zero emission. The aim is that this will dramatically 
reduce the amount of harmful emissions from road transport and help improve our air quality. 

The ‘Road to Zero’ strategy aims to do this in lots 
of di� erent ways. The two main ways are: 

it wants almost every car and van to be zero emission. The aim is that this will dramatically 
reduce the amount of harmful emissions from road transport and help improve our air quality. 
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What are the advantages and disadvantages of banning 
the sale of petrol and diesel cars by 2040?

Advantages Disadvantages

There will be less polluting cars on UK roads

It sounds straightforward, but banning the sale of 
petrol and diesel cars will ultimately mean that there 

will be less vehicles on the road contributing to air 
pollution, as people will be unable to buy 

them anymore.

It will mean less tax for the government

Charging tax on fuel creates nearly £30 billion a year 
for the government, who uses this money to pay for 

public services that we all benefi t from. This is money 
that will need to be generated from elsewhere, and 

may mean a new tax on zero emission vehicles, making 
them more expensive.

It puts a deadline in place so people have to act

Banning the sale of petrol and diesel cars by 2040 will 
force people to purchase cleaner, alternative vehicles 
sooner rather than later by imposing a deadline that 

people have to follow.

There is uncertainty about whether 
technology will be advanced enough by 2040

The government is not directly in control of the 
development of the technology that will enable people 

to drive zero emission vehicles, and so is unable to 
ensure that future technology will be able to handle 

the increase in electric vehicles by 2040.

It will give the government time to build 
electric vehicle charging infrastructure

It will take time for the government to put the 
technology in place so that people are easily able to 
charge their vehicles. The 2040 deadline should give 

the government suffi  cient time to ensure that the UK’s 
charging network is fully up and running.

It only applies to cars and vans, 
and not trucks

Trucks and other Heavy Goods Vehicles produce nearly 
a quarter of the harmful emissions created by road 

transport. While zero emission technology for trucking 
and road haulage vehicles will improve, the ban does 

not go far enough by only aff ecting cars and vans.

It will give people time to prepare for the 
transition to a zero emissions future

People are not going to suddenly switch over to zero 
emission vehicles overnight. The 2040 deadline will 

give drivers time to switch to zero emission vehicles as 
they become more available and cheaper.

The 2040 deadline is not realistic and 
is far too late

The later the deadline is, the more likely it is that older 
petrol and diesel vehicles will still be on the roads after 

2050, meaning that the government’s objective 
of 100% zero emissions transport will not be 

achieved on time.
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Advantages Disadvantages

It will give businesses time to prepare for the 
transition to a zero emissions future 

Just like everyday drivers, businesses are not going 
to suddenly change their company vehicle fl eet. 

This will need to happen slowly over time, which the 
2040 deadline aims to give them.

It doesn’t immediately address the problems 
caused by road transport pollution

Air pollution caused by road transport already has 
a hugely negative impact on people’s lives. A deadline 

that is 20 years from now doesn’t address the 
problems that need solving as soon as possible.

It may encourage people to use alternative 
modes of transport

People may be persuaded to choose entirely diff erent 
modes of transport altogether. Using public transport, 
or choosing to walk or cycle instead has a much lesser 

impact on air quality than driving.

It doesn’t address air pollution from 
other sources

More than 75% of the UK’s emissions comes from 
other sources, such as construction, industry and 

farming, which the ban does not aff ect.

It will give time for the price of electric 
vehicles to fall

Electric vehicles tend to be more expensive than most 
petrol and diesel cars, but they are steadily declining in 

price. The 2040 deadline will mean that the price 
of zero emission vehicles is given an opportunity 

to decrease, making them more attractive to drivers 
and encouraging them to purchase one.

The National Grid may not be able to cope 
with the huge demand for electricity for 

vehicle recharging

The National Grid currently does not have the ability to 
charge millions of electric vehicles all at the same time, 
which would be a problem if all drivers charged their 
vehicles at the same time in the evening as they get 

home from work. This may cause problems like power 
surges and cuts.

There will be economic advantages for the UK

The electric vehicle industry is estimated to be worth 
£7.6 trillion per year by 2050. By banning the sale of 
petrol and diesel cars, and investing money in the 
manufacturing of zero emission alternatives, the 

government hopes that the UK will be able to benefi t 
from the growth of this industry and increases 

in employment. 

The demand for electric vehicles may be 
greater than the ability to produce them

The batteries for electric vehicles require an essential 
raw material called cobalt, which is mined out of 

the ground. Some people estimate that there won’t 
be enough cobalt to be able to build the amount of 
electric cars needed to replace the millions of petrol 

and diesel vehicles in the UK. Mining too much cobalt 
will also have a negative eff ect on the environment.


