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Following pressure by environmental campaigners, the UK 
Government decided to deliver measures aimed at tackling 
the levels of nitrogen dioxide in the air, which is harmful 
to the environment and our health. Clean Air Zones are 
now being introduced as a strategy to tackle the pollution 
problem faced by the UK.

There are several cities across the UK that have already 
implemented CAZs or plan to over the course over the 
next few years.

In April 2019, London introduced its Ultra Low Emission 
Zone meaning drivers of older, more polluting cars are 
charged a £12.50 fee to enter the city centre. Buses, 
coaches and Heavy Goods Vehicles can pay up to £100 
a day if their vehicle does not comply with emissions 
standards.

The fi rst two cities outside of London to impose CAZs will 
be Birmingham and Leeds. Birmingham’s CAZ will charge 
£8 a day for private cars, vans and taxis and will charge 
HGVs, buses and coaches £50 a day. Leeds will do the 
same, but will not charge people for using private 
cars within the CAZ.

Clean Air Zones will also be introduced Liverpool, 
Manchester, Bath, Sheffi  eld, Oxford and many other 
cities around the country within the next few years.

Why have Clean air 
Zones been introduced?

Where will Clean Air 
Zones be located? 

There are two types of Clean Air Zones:
1. Charging Zones – If someone drives through a charging 
CAZ and their vehicle does not meet the emissions 
standards, they will have to pay a fee. 

2. Non-Charging Zones – A non-charging CAZ depends 
on other measures to improve air quality, such as better 
public transport and cycle routes to encourage people 
to adopt alternative, less polluting modes of travel.

What types of Clean Air 
Zones are there?

A Clean Air Zone (CAZ) is an area in which the local authority or council has introduced special 
measures to improve the local air quality. They aim to cut road traffi  c pollution and encourage  
people to drive less polluting vehicles.

They are being introduced in areas of the UK that have the highest levels of air pollution, mostly 
in large city centres, and restrictions placed on drivers can involve paying money to enter the 
CAZ, restrictions on the time-of-day drivers can enter, and/or total vehicle bans.
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What are the advantages and disadvantages of Clean Air Zones?

Advantages Disadvantages

They can have a quick impact on air 
pollution levels

Once they are introduced, Clean Air Zones can be 
eff ective in quickly reducing the amount of road traffi  c 

passing through them. The quicker that there is less 
traffi  c on the roads, the sooner the improvement to 

air quality and people’s health.

They don’t actually stop people from driving 
their vehicles

Clean Air Zones don’t actually prevent them from 
driving their cars through it. Drivers can still choose 
to pay the fee and drive through the zone anyway, 

meaning air pollution remains the same.

They encourage more people to switch 
to zero emission vehicles

People who drive zero emission vehicles, such as 
electric cars, are not charged for entering a Clean 

Air Zone. For people and businesses it will become 
cheaper to switch to a zero emission alternative, 

meaning less polluting vehicles on the road.

They may only move polluting traffi  c 
to diff erent areas

To avoid paying a fi ne, drivers may instead choose 
to take alternative routes. This will simply move the 

pollution problem elsewhere rather than solve it. 

They encourage people to adopt alternative 
forms of transport

As it becomes harder to use a private vehicle within the 
CAZ, people will choose alternative modes of transport 

such as walking, cycling and public transport. These 
have much less of an impact on the environment.

They may aff ect the poorest people most

For people living inside a Clean Air Zone it will cost 
money every time they turn on their car which will 

be incredibly expensive if they need to drive their car 
every day. The poorest will be hit hardest because 

many will not be able to aff ord this charge or to 
upgrade their vehicle.

They support the uptake of healthy 
active travel

By making it harder for traffi  c to enter the Clean Air 
Zones more people will take up cycling and walking, 

which is good for their health.

They don’t help solve the other pollution 
problems caused by road traffi  c

There will still be problems caused by the road traffi  c 
that is able to travel in the Clean Air Zone. Even low 

emission vehicles still contribute to air pollution 
because of the harmful pollutants produced by car 

tyre and brake wear.

They will help make our towns and cities 
more liveable, pleasant places

Urban areas like cities and towns suff er the most from 
air pollution. Less traffi  c and less pollution, will make 
these urban areas much nicer, cleaner places for the 

many people that live and work there.

Diff erences between Clean Air Zones across 
the UK means they lack eff ectiveness

Clean Air Zones diff er from area to area. Some will 
have charging CAZs, others will not. Some will charge 
less, others will charge more. These diff erences will 
mean that Clean Air Zones have varying impacts on 

air quality across the UK.

They will generate money for local councils

By creating Clean Air Zones, local councils in these 
areas will be able to collect money that they can then 
use to pay for other public services, such as schools 

and emergency services. 

They may increase the cost of commuting for 
people that work and shop within the Clean 

Air Zones

For people that live outside the Clean Air Zone but 
work or shop inside it, it will be more expensive to 

travel into the zone. This may discourage people from 
travelling there at all, meaning they may have to try 
and fi nd work elsewhere and that local businesses 

will have fewer customers visiting their shops. 


