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The basic structure of a debate is as follows:

•  An introduction to the debate from the moderator, 
stating the motion, rules of the debate and introducing 
the speakers.

•  The fi rst speaker from either the ‘for’ or ‘against’ side 
of the motion will present their argument.

•  The opposing side will then present their own 
argument.

•  Each side will be given a couple of minutes to refl ect 
on their opponents argument and prepare their reply.

•  The second speaker will then speak again and address 
the opposing sides argument, pointing out the remarks 
that they disagree with and why, explaining why their 
opponent is wrong. This is called a rebuttal.

•  After making their rebuttal, the speaker will off er their 
closing statement and summarise their argument.

•  The fi rst speaker will then do the same, bringing the 
debate to a close.

•  The audience will then have an opportunity to ask 
the speakers any questions they may have.

•  Once questioning is over, the audience will take a 
vote on which side they felt gave the most convincing 
argument. The side with the most votes will win the 
debate and the motion will either carry or be defeated.

Which is the best approach to reducing air 
pollution from road transport?

There are two key ways in which it hopes to do this: 
creating Clean Air Zones in polluted areas across the 
country and by banning the sale of petrol and diesel 
cars by 2040. 

There are advantages and disadvantages to both of these 
methods. Use the ‘Road to Zero’ and ‘Clean Air Zones’ info 
sheets to fi nd out more and use this information to build 
your arguments for the debate.

It will be the job of the class to formally debate which one 
they think is the best approach to reducing the air pollution 
created by road transport, and why.

What is a formal debate?

A debate is based around a suggestion or ‘motion’ relating 
to an idea or opinion. During a debate, debaters take turns 
speaking in response to the motion, declaring whether they 
support the opinion (known as proposers) or disagree with 
it (opposers), and why. 

The audience will listen to both sides of the debate 
and vote for which speaker’s argument they found most 
convincing. The speaker with the most votes will win 
the debate.

There are around 39.4 million vehicles 
on the road in the UK, but just 200,000 
of these are classed as ultra-low emission 
vehicles. That’s only 0.5%!

The rest are either petrol or diesel vehicles, which produce 
harmful fumes that contribute to air pollution and have 
a negative eff ect on our health and the environment.

As nearly a quarter of the UK’s total emissions is produced 
by road transport, the UK government is focused on taking 
a number of steps to reduce the amount of harmful 
pollution created by road vehicles.



Tips and tricks on how to debate

 BE PREPARED
Do your research and know your facts and statistics. Not knowing the topic 
well will make your argument weaker and make it more likely that your team 
will lose the debate.

 UNDERSTAND BOTH THE PROS AND CONS OF YOUR OWN ARGUMENT
Knowing what to expect from your opponent during the rebuttal stage will make 
it easier to counter their argument.

 BREAK YOUR ARGUMENTS DOWN INTO THREE KEY PARTS: 

POINT, EVIDENCE, IMPACT
In preparation for the debate, choose the points that can be backed up with good 
evidence to give them more credibility. When choosing your strongest points, think 
about why people should care. The bigger the impact of your point among your 
audience, the stronger the argument.

 LISTEN CAREFULLY TO YOUR OPPONENT’S ARGUMENT
Take notes, pick the points you disagree with and address these 
in your rebuttal. This will help make your argument stronger and 
their argument weaker.

 KEEP YOUR REBUTTAL CONCISE
Don’t simply address every point that they have made as this will eat up 
too much of your time and won’t be as impactful. Instead, pick the points 
that you feel you can argue against best.

 SPEAK SLOWLY AND CLEARLY
It will be the job of the audience to decide which side of the debate won, 
so make sure they can hear and understand your argument.

 KEEP TRACK OF TIME
You only have a set amount of time to make your points, so don’t 
go over this as you won’t be able to fi nish your argument properly.

 BE CONFIDENT
Believe in your own argument and present your argument confi dently. 
This will make you sound more persuasive.  
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Debate Planning Template

What is the motion?

Introduction – State your argument. Do you agree with the motion, or are you against it?

Point 1 – Remember: Point – Evidence – Impact. What is the fi rst reason that supports your side 
of the argument? What is your evidence? Why should the audience agree with you?

Point 2 – Remember: Point – Evidence – Impact. What is the second reason that supports your side 
of the argument? What is your evidence? Why should the audience agree with you?

Rebuttal – What points did your opponent make that you disagree with? Why do you think they are wrong?

Summary – Summarise the argument you have made. Tell your audience why they should support your side 
of the debate, and why they shouldn’t support your opponent.
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